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ROYALTY INCOME 
Point of Order — Motion on Notice — Ruling by President 

THE PRESIDENT (Hon Alanna Clohesy) [5.00 pm]: Today, during motions on notice, Hon Pierre Yang raised 
a point of order during the contribution of Hon James Hayward, pursuant to standing order 59(1), to request that the 
member identify the documents from which he was quoting. Hon James Hayward identified a number of documents 
that he was quoting from, including newspaper articles and his personal notes contained on an electronic device. At 
the conclusion of Hon James Hayward’s speech, the parliamentary secretary to the Attorney General rose to request 
that the member table the documents, pursuant to standing order 59(2). The Acting President asked Hon James Hayward 
whether the documents were confidential and he replied that they were not. As one of the documents quoted from 
was on an electronic device, the Acting President deferred the question on whether this document can be required 
to be tabled pursuant to standing order 59. 
It has become common practice in the Legislative Council for members to refer to electronic devices as an 
aide-mémoire—noting the prohibition on the reading of speeches in standing order 36. There is a strict prohibition 
on the use of electronic devices to take photographs or videos, make or receive calls, and for devices to otherwise disrupt 
proceedings. This issue has not previously arisen in the Council. The Legislative Assembly has adopted a practice 
whereby, in similar circumstances, a member can be required to table a printed version of the electronic document. 
My ruling is that a request to table a document pursuant to standing order 59 does extend to an electronic document 
on a personal device that is quoted from. In such circumstances, a member will be required to table a printed copy 
of the electronic document. I invite Hon James Hayward to rise and table the documents in question. 
HON JAMES HAYWARD (South West) [5.02 pm]: I table those documents. 
[See paper 503.] 
HON PIERRE YANG (North Metropolitan) [5.02 pm]: By way of interjection or personal explanation, the point 
of order was made by Hon Matthew Swinbourn, not me. 
The PRESIDENT: Thank you, honourable member. I will refer to Hansard in relation to that and make a further 
statement. 
 

https://www.parliament.wa.gov.au/publications/tabledpapers.nsf/displaypaper/4110503c1b098b3bfa0cecee4825874400099317/$file/tp-503.pdf
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